INTRODUCTORY.
In the examination of coal-tar creosote dips, used or offered for use for the official dipping of sheep , 1 the Biochemic Division of the Bureau of Animal Industry has confronted a problem which is commonly set before chemists engaged in the testing of commercial creosote oils, namely, to determine whether any particular sample of oil may be classed as a strictly legitimate coal-tar creosote distilled from gas tar or coke-oven tar, or whether it is probably derived wholly or in part from tars of other origin. The test here to be described has been in use in the laboratories of the Biochemic Division for nearly two years and has been found a helpful aid in arriving at certain data which are generally considered to be of much value in determining the source of origin of creosote oil.
THE SULPHONATION TEST.
The rationale of the sulphonation test has been thoroughly explained and discussed by the Forest Service of this department. 2 Briefly the process consists in treating a measured amount of a certain "cut" of the oil with hot concentrated sulphuric acid. Aromatic 
